
The YWCA  Racial Justice 
Committee  held their annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Contest 
with a few changes.  This year 
the categories were Essay and 
Public Service Announcements 
(PSA).  
 
In the Essay category, students 
were asked to describe an 
experience or social issue that 
they thought was unfair.  Many 
wrote about personal 
experiences, while others wrote 
about experiences of others or 
social issues that expose a form 
of discrimination.  The students 
were asked to propose ideas 

that would cause people to 
examine the issue and prompt 
them to take action.  The winners 
were: Patrick Crossley (Holy 
Family), Chelsea Cotter (Jefferson 
Middle School), Jennifer Bentley, 
and Margaret Mims (Jamestown 
High School). 
 
The Committee also piloted a PSA 
portion of the contest which was 
open to 9-12th grade students.  
They were asked to record a 28 
second video that met the same 
criteria for the essay contest.  The 
winners were :  Aaron Tomassini, 
Cassandra Sager, Kim Kenney, 
Tyler Welling, Emily Nicastro, and 

Jorge Santiago, all Jamestown 
High School Students. 
 
The students received $50-$100 
in Savings Bonds donated from 
Northwest Savings Bank, M&T 
Savings Bank, Lake Shore 
Savings Bank, Five Star Bank, 
as well as gift certificates 
donated from Sam’s Club.  
Jamestown Community College 
aired the winning PSAs during 
the community wide MLK 
celebration  held in the 
Scharmann Theater on January 
19, 2009. 
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SPECIAL 

POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

· Stand Against 
Racism 

· Special Interest 
Classes 

· Renovations 

· GoodSearch.com 
Fundraiser �
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Row one: Teresia Davis, Charlotte 
Carlson, Michele Compton 
Row Two: Peg Cornell, Katie Smith, 
Karen Fuller, Regina Brackman 
Row Three: Norma DeJoy, Stacey 
Hannon, Linda Tampe, Marissa DeLeon 
Back Row: Lori Stearns, Cheryl Krull, 
Cynthia Young, Lucille Brooks 

County Head Start Policy 
Council.  She has served as a 
member of Project Crossroads, 
Chautauqua County Homeless 
Coalition, Ebony Task Force 
and Faith Based Initiative. 
Charlotte has lived in 
Jamestown for the past 33 
years.  She and her husband 
Craig have two daughters and 
6 grandchildren.  She has been 
employed by Community Bank 
for nine years as a Trust 
Officer.  She is currently 
serving as a member of the 
Jamestown Inter-Club Council, 
American Association of 
University Women, Jamestown 
Kiwanis, and is a past board 
member and president of the 
YWCA of Jamestown. 
We look forward to their 
contributions to the 2009 Board 
of Directors. 

On January 26, 2009, The 
Marvin Community House held 
the YWCA of Jamestown’s  
Annual Meeting.  Board 
members, staff, members and 
guests enjoyed an option of 
Swiss chicken or vegetable 
lasagna with apple crisp and ice 
cream for dessert.  After dinner, 
guests enjoyed a slideshow 
portraying all programs of the 
YWCA.  
The YWCA Board of Directors 
voted in two new members: 
Teresia Davis and Charlotte 
Carlson, while re-electing 
Regina Brackman for a three-
year term. 
Teresia lives in the Jamestown 
area and is currently employed 
by Joint Neighborhood Project 
as a Program Assistant.  She is 
a member of the Cassadaga 
Job Corps Community Relations 
Council and Chautauqua 
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Election of New Board Members 
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“The color of a 

person’s skin 

reveals only one 

thing… 

The color of a 

person’s skin.” 

Visit our website at 

www.ywcaofjamestown.com 

for a link. 
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As you can imagine, 
nonprofits and schools 
are facing a fundraising 
crisis this year.  
The good news is that 
more than 900 of the top 
Internet retailers and 
travel sites including 
Amazon, eBay, Target, 
Apple, Expedia and more 
have joined forces with 
GoodShop.com to 
donate part of every 
purchase to your favorite 
charity or school at no 
additional cost to you! 
It takes just a few 

seconds to go to 
www.goodshop.com, 
select YWCA 
Jamestown, and then 
click through to your 
favorite store and shop 
as usual.  
Also, Yahoo has teamed 
up with GoodShop's 
sister site, 
GoodSearch.com, to 
donate a penny to your 
cause every time you 
search the web. This is 
totally free as the money 
comes from advertisers.  
To give you a sense of 

how the money can add 
up, the ASPCA has 
already earned more 
than $23,000!  
Please tell 10 friends 
about GoodShop and 
GoodSearch today. 
They've been featured in 
the NY Times, the Wall 
Street Journal, CNN, 
Oprah Magazine and 
more.  
The YWCA of 
Jamestown needs your 
help to spread the word 
now more than ever!  

interest in the class, another two night 
split session will be held on March 24th 
and 25th in the Music Room from 7-9 
pm at a cost of $25 (includes both 
nights).  For more information, please 
call (716) 488-2237. 
 
If you have an idea or would like to 
teach a class, please feel free to contact 
us with your suggestions:  

marisal@ywcaofjamestown.com  
or call 488-2237 

 

A six-week self-defense course took 
place in the YWCA gymnasium every 
Wednesday night.  The class taught 
participants how to increase self-
awareness and self-esteem, as well as 
techniques on how to protect 
themselves against violent attacks.   
Also, a substitute teaching course was 
held in Auditorium for a two-night split 
session.  The class taught classroom 
management techniques and the 
requirements needed to become a 
qualified substitute teacher in the public 
school system.  Due to the increased 

Jamestown will be 
hosting a public event in 
support of this important 
movement.  Participants 
are invited to  join us at 
12:15 pm in the Music 
Room for a reading of the 
stand’s purpose, followed 
by participants taking a 
stand outside (weather 
permitting) wearing black 

shirts and jeans, along 
with SAR pins.  
Everyone will be asked 
to voice the pledge, then 
join in the Music Room 
for cookies and punch. 
You are encouraged to 
invite friends, coworkers, 
and family to join you 
and us in this great 
event. 

Mark it on your calendar, 
April 3, 2009.  On this 
date we  take a Stand 
Against Racism.   
The Stand Against 
Racism  is a movement 
that aims to eliminate 
racism by raising 
awareness through an 
annual event. 
The YWCA of 

Y W C A  O F  J A M E S T O W N  
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Pictured here are 4th grade students 
who made a peace quilt which will hang 
next to the peace table. 
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ECE Kids 
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The Staff at the YWCA 

participated in Go Red Day as a 
part of the American Heart 
Association’s campaign to 

increase awareness of heart 
disease among women.  Heart 
disease is the number one killer 

of American women today.   
Donations were made to 

www.goredforwomen.org. 

The renovation of the YWCA building has been going on 
in three different stages for the last three years. 
 

It all started from a capital improvement grant that 
allowed for the construction of the elevator shaft and the 
construction of the main street staircase on the fourth 
street entrance. The lobby between the day care rooms 
was finished in 2006. 
 

During that stage the coat room and the 3rd floor kitchen 
were added with 2 bathrooms on the third floor and also 2 
new bathrooms on the second floor.  On the fourth floor 
the new kitchen was added, along with library space and 
two new shower/bathroom facilities. New laundry units 
were also added. 
 

The current stage of the construction has allowed for a 50 
ton chiller to be placed on the roof and tied into the district 
heat system to further the HVAC systems in each of the 
rooms on the fourth floor. Each bedroom will have a new 
dual stage unit which does both heat and AC, as well as 
new ceilings in each room. A new ceiling was constructed 
in the gym and new lighting will be going in soon. The 
new lighting is currently underway in the second floor 
office space as well as the music room and auditorium. 
The music room has been painted and the main 
reception/office is currently being painted. 
 

Please feel free to stop by and take a look at all the latest 
renovations! 
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Pictured form L to R:  
Row 1: Krista Camarata, Traci Anderson, 
Nanci Okerlund, Sue Humphreys, Courtney 
Anderson 
Row 2: Robin Healey, Alicia Passamonte, 
Beth Oakes, Mary Phaneuf, Matt Zanghi, 
Janet Schillner 

Explore Chautauqua:  
A Summer Full of Fun 
 Chautauqua County businesses 
will be donating gift certificates, 
services and prizes to be raffled 
off in May.  All proceeds will 
benefit the programs of the 
YWCA.  Please stay tuned for 
more details! 
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As I am sure you have noticed over the last few 
newsletters and mailings we have sent, the 
image of the YWCA is changing.   We have 
been in the process of switching to our new 
guidelines set forth by the YWCA Brand.  Among 
these changes you will see a new logo, new 
fonts, picture formatting, etc.  We will be in full 
compliance as of March 31, 2009.  The new 
guidelines were designed to portray a direct, 
straightforward and bold vision which will reflect 
the YWCA mission. 


